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Congratulations on your nomination for a leadership position in WTEA for the 2015-2017 term.  

Attached is a profile form that you may submit to the WTEA office for publication to the 

membership. 

Please be aware that this form will be published in the manner in which it is received. ~Which 

means, if you would prefer the document to be a PDF, please change the format when saving and 

sending to WTEA Office by Friday, March 27th.   

Elections are Wednesday, April 8, 2015. 

Thank you. 

WTEA Elections Committee 
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NAME:  Gerry F. Taraschi 

CANDIDATE FOR WHICH OPEN POSITION:  President 

 

BUILDING:  9-10 HS 

   

WTPS POSITION:  Social Studies Teacher 

 

YEARS IN WTPS: 26 years.  43 years of teaching experience total. 

 

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE WITHIN WTEA:  I have served as a building AR, Senior 

Building Rep, President of the WTEA, Executive VP of the WTEA, and presently serving 

as the President of the WTEA. 

 

 

 

OTHER RELATED LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE:  I have served in similar capacities at 

my previous school district, Paulsboro HS prior to coming to Washington Township. 

In addition to my teaching responsibilities, I also have coached for over 30 years both as an 

assistant coach and head coach in the sports areas of football, basketball, and baseball. 

 

 

CAREER ACHIEVEMENTS:  I have twice been named as “Teacher of the Year” both at 

Paulsboro HS as well as here at Washington Township.   

I was inducted into the Paulsboro Hall of Fame, Gloucester County Sports Hall of Fame, as 

well as the South Jersey Football Coaches Hall of Fame. 

 

 

 

YOUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF THE WTEA:  As I am no stranger to the 

leadership of the WTEA my vision for the future of the WTEA continues to be to faithfully 

serve the entire membership of our Association to the best of my ability with the hope of 

improving the credibility of our Association while encouraging an infusion of many of our 

younger members to get more involved.  

 

 

 

  

PERSONAL NARRATIVE:  It has been my privilege to serve the members of the WTEA for the 

past 26 years in a variety of capacities.  In each instance I have been true to my promises of serving 

the entire membership and not just a select few.  My advocacy has touched every level of this 

district whether it is advocating for those at our Early Childhood Center, our Elementary Schools, 

Middle Schools, or High School.  I have also advocated for the WTEA on all levels including the 

Gloucester County Education Association, the New Jersey Education Association, and the National 

Education Association.  Most recently I have been the Executive VP for the WTEA with the 
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primary responsibility of chairing the “Grievance Committee”.  Upon the resignation of our 

previous President, I was elevated to that of President of the WTEA.  Recognizing the importance 

surrounding the responsibilities that are associated with the Presidency of the WTEA, I have 

always respected those who have served in that capacity regardless of whether I agreed with their 

positions and ideas. The position is that difficult and the job that enormous. 

To those who have supported me over the years, I say thank you and hope for your continued 

support.  To those who have not supported me and my efforts, I say thank you for your criticism 

and hope that you can reconsider your support.   

Repeatedly, I have stated that I have absolutely no desire to use the office of the WTEA leadership 

to elevate myself to any other level but to serve all of you.  As I obviously am approaching that time 

in my career when thoughts of retirement loom quite large, it is imperative to look to the youth of 

our membership and prepare them to take up the role of leadership of the WTEA.  In addition to 

my other duties, should I get elected, my goal is to help prepare our younger members toward that 

transition. 

Finally, to those who do not know me on a personal level, do not simply judge me or any of the 

other candidates for any office by simply reading “personal attacks” that come across via e-mail. 

Judge each and every candidate by getting as much information from all of your colleagues as 

possible.  I for one am not the kind of person who can be intimidated, bullied, or affected by 

comments, e-mails, or personal attacks.  I realize that the job of being a leader subjects you to that 

kind of criticism.  I ask for your support based on the following: 

“In all walks of life there are those who are called “builders” and those who are called 

“destroyers”.  Choose wisely! 
  

PLEASE USE AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY. 


